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Classroom Rules & Grading Policies

Miss Carpenter    Room I-4

mcarpenter@srvusd.net 
About Your Teacher

I am incredibly passionate about English and I am SRVHS graduate myself! I received my Bachelor’s Degree from UCLA (Go Bruins!) and I spent several years working at Google before entering the teaching profession.  I am a big believer in practical education, and I strive to connect all my lessons to the “real world.”

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. RESPECT everyone and everything in the classroom.
2. Do NOT speak while someone else is speaking.

3. Be responsible for your own Learning:

· Arrive to class before the tardy bell rings with all necessary supplies. If students are tardy to class, they will miss the introductory assignment, and will therefore lose participation points. 
· If a student is struggling in class, it is his or her responsibility to ask for help. I am always available to help students one-on-one. 
4. “Look alive.”
· Students must be active participants in order to learn and retain knowledge. Students should try their best to stay engaged for the entire class period, or they may lose participation points.
5. Electronics should remain out of sight (unless students are instructed otherwise). 
· I love utilizing technology in the classroom, but there is a specific time and place for it.  If a cell phone is visible (or audible) during class, I will collect the device and store it for the remainder of the day. Students may pick up the device after-school. 

6. Students must follow all SRVHS Campus-wide policies, in addition to my classroom rules. 
· District policy states that harassment in or out of the classroom is not tolerated.  Harassment based on race, ethnicity, able-bodiedness, sexuality, perceived sexuality, gender, gender expression, monetary standing, religion or faith-base, or any other factor will be reported to the administration and dealt with accordingly.  This includes slang such as “that’s so gay” or “that’s retarded.” Both are considered hate speech.”
CONSEQUENCES: 
In a room of 30 students, it is crucial that everyone follows these basic rules to ensure a healthy and productive learning environment. If a student CHOOSES to break a rule, he or she will face the following consequences:
1. First Offense - Verbal Warning and student may lose participation points. 

2. Second Offense - Student fills out a Misconduct Form, parent/guardian is notified, and student may lose participation points. 

3. Third Offense - Office referral & parent/guardian is contacted a second time. Student may lose participation points. 
** If a first offense is severe, it will be handled as a third offense. 

GRADING: 
Assignments will be divided into five different categories. Each category will be worth a certain percentage of the final grade (e.g., the writing category makes up 35% of the final grade, whereas the reading category accounts for only 20% of the final grade). 
· Writing (35%) – Includes all writing assignments (essays, rough-drafts, writing workshops, peer-editing, research papers, etc.)
· Reading (20%) – Includes all quizzes and assignments related to novels, short stories, poetry, and other texts
· Grammar & Vocabulary (20%) – Includes all quizzes, packets, and homework assignments related to grammar & vocabulary
· Class-work (15%) – Includes: Participation in discussions, group-work, presentations, warm-up assignments, and general student engagement for 55 minutes each day
· Final (10%) – There will be a 1st Semester and 2nd Semester Final. Each final will be a review of the material learned throughout the semester.
No extra credit will be offered during the year. Do not bother asking. This is an SRVHS English Department Policy. 

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Homework assignments are considered late if not completed before the beginning of class on the due date. 

2. Students earn 50% credit for assignments that are turned in late. 

3. Major assignments, defined as assignments that have a duration of one week or more, MUST BE SUBMITTED ON THE DUE DATE, EVEN IF THE STUDENT IS ABSENT! (Typed assignments may be emailed if the student is absent). The due date will be clearly identified on the assignment sheet and on School Loop.  

4. Students are expected to keep all returned assignments in their English binder. Returned papers will be necessary to complete a portfolio assignment at the end of the year. 
MAKE-UP WORK for Excused Absences: 

1. All make-up work is due within 3 days of an excused absence if you want to receive full credit (this includes make-up quizzes).  After three days the work will be late and will receive a maximum of 50% credit. (If a student is out for an extended period of time, individualized arrangements can be made). 
2. It is the student’s responsibility to ask the teacher for make-up assignments and 

to schedule any necessary make-up quizzes. 

3. Suspended students will be given an opportunity to make up missed work. 

4. Students with an unexcused (illegal) absence will not be able to make-up work for full-credit. This is an SRVHS policy. 
CHEATING:

SRVHS Policy states: If caught cheating, the student “will not receive credit for the assignment or test (ZERO GRADE). On the second offense, the student may be dropped from the class…with a semester “F” and loss of credit.” 

I make it very clear to my students that all of the following actions constitute cheating:

- Wandering eyes, gestures, or any form of communication during exams

- Using notes, materials or electronics during exams 

- Copying someone else’s work, or letting someone copy your work 
- Plagiarism (using others’ words, ideas, or illustrations without credit and/or quotation marks) is cheating. Work that does not contain proper citation for research is considered plagiarism. Also, submitting the same assignment in two different classes, without prior approval from the instructor, is a form of plagiarism. Be original. Be ethical. When in doubt, cite sources and give credit to others. 

RESOURCES:

I am more than happy to meet with students during lunch and after school. I tell students to be “responsible for their own learning.” If a student is struggling in any area of this course, I strongly encourage the student to come see me. I’m happy to explain concepts more thoroughly in a one-on-one setting, and I have had great success with my students who have asked for help in the past.  In addition, I can offer students a wide variety of online resources to help them improve their writing, grammar, reading comprehension, vocabulary, etc. Don’t be afraid to ask for help! 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:

I recommend the following materials for this class. If you have trouble obtaining these materials, I will gladly supply them. 

- Blue or black pens

- #2 Pencils

- 1 colored pen (preferably red, but purple, green, orange, etc. are acceptable)

- 1 highlighter

- 1 Spiral Notebook (standard 8.5” x 11” size, and at least 100 pages; college ruled or wide-ruled is fine).

- Binder Paper  

- A binder specifically for English class (1” to 2” binder) with at least 7 Dividers: 

Binder Sections:  Assignment sheets, Writing, Reading, Grammar, Vocabulary, Handouts, & Returned papers

TEXTS:

The required textbooks for this course will be provided by the school. Outside reading books will be available at the library; however, students are welcome to buy their own copy of any text, if they prefer to annotate directly on the page.

I look forward to an exciting and successful year! Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you might have.

Sincerely,
Miss Carpenter

San Ramon Valley High School

English Department

I have read pages 1-3 and understand Miss Carpenter’s classroom rules and grading policies for English 9.  I will do my best to adhere to class and school rules, and understand that a parent/guardian, or administrator, will be contacted if necessary.

Student Name: (print)________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________ Date___________

Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________ Date__________

* Please keep this Syllabus (pages 1-2) in your English binder for the remainder of the year. Please tear off this page and turn in to Miss Carpenter. 

